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gether for the upper rank; the coming of one
working with the sacred beings to the Inferior, the
transient, and the captive of the period; and the
dispersion and downfall of dependent and public
men in their time.

4. The disappearance of a disposition for wisdom
from the foreigners in the countries of Iran, which
is an indication of shame at the truth of the religion,
and at the praise, peace, liberality, and other good-
ness whose provision has lodgement in a disposition
for wisdom. 5. Also the abundance 4^the decisions
of apostasy, the falsehood, deceit, slander, quarrel-
someness, fraudulence, ingratitude, discord, stingi-
ness, and other vileness whose real connection is
a disposition to devour, neglecting heedfulness for
the archangels of fire, water, and worldly existence'1.
6. The oppressiveness of infidelity and idol-worship,
the scarcity of freedom, the extreme predominance
of avarice in the individuals (tano) of mankind, the
plenitude of different opinions about witchcraft, and
the much inclination of many for paralyzing the
religion of the sacred beings.

7. The annihilation of the sovereignty of man-
kind one over the other, the desolation of localities
and settlements by severe actual distress, and the
evil foreign potentates who are, one after the other,
scattering the valiant; the destruction among cattle
and the defilement 0/"the spirit of enjoyment, owing
to the lodgement of lamentation and weeping in the
countries of Iran, the clamour of the clemon-wor-
shippcr in the country, and the unobtainable stature,
non-existent strength, blighted destiny, and short

1 Ashavahijt6, Khurda^, and Spendarma^.